
CONCERNS 
Immediate Concerns 

*Betty Brown family (Scott Brown’s mother) *Lana Kimler (Dawn Lott’s niece) *Betty Hendrick family 

*Emily Joiner family (Dennis Irby’s aunt) *Lena Marston (daughter of Matt & Elizabeth Marston)  

*Wayne Harris *Willie C. Haynes (Bonnie Newsome’s son) *Bud & Dolly Stringer  

On-Going Concerns  
*Howard Hall *Bill Acuff *Mitch Britt (Alice Griner’s son)  

*Ellen Plant (Sandra Plant’s sister-in-law) *Luna Chappell (Verna Moon’s great granddaughter)  

*Patsy Miller (Sandy Hooks’ mother) *Joanne Meredith (Doris Harsh’s daughter)  
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Siblings can be our best partners in crime, the biggest thorns in our side, our most vehement supporters, 

and the ones who know how to put us in our place when we get too big for our britches. The story of young 

Joseph in Genesis appears to encompass many of these facets of sibling relationships. We are told in Scripture 

that he is a tattle-tale, that his father gave him a long cloak so that everyone knew he was his father’s favorite 

child, son of his favored wife, Rachel. Jacob sowed the same seeds of anger and resentment that Esau had for 

him in his own sons. To amp up the distrust and hatred between Joseph and his brothers. Joseph shared with 

them two dreams. In the first, the brothers were binding sheaves and then all of their sheaves bowed down to 

Joseph’s. In the second, the sun, moon, and eleven stars all bowed down to him. Think of how you would’ve 

reacted had your younger brother or sister told you that heaven and earth would bow to them! No wonder they 

wanted to kill him. I wish I could say we have advanced beyond such retribution towards family members since 

the children of Israel, but we haven’t. We still have our petty differences. As kids we want nothing to do with 

our younger siblings who cramp our style. But families have much deeper issues than that, even the family of 

faith. We let our egos and pride get the best of us, and we refuse to listen to the helpful insight offered from 

others. We interpret that doing something new means that the old was incorrect. We allow little slights against 

us to snowball unchecked until we want to leave the church over a hymn, sermon, Sunday School class lesson, 

or bad mission decision. 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer writes in Life Together, “The first service that one owes to others in the fellowship 

[of faith] consists of listening to them. Just as love of God begins with listening to his word, so the beginning of 

love for our brothers and sisters is learning to listen to them.” If we can’t serve as examples of God’s grace, 

love, and reconciliation as the church, the body of Christ in the world, then how can we expect the world to be 

changed? If we, brothers and sisters in Christ, cannot vocalize our disagreements in effective, constructive ways 

that build up this community, then how can we expect the outside world to act any better? Again Bonhoeffer 

writes, this time, in a sermon, “The world is overcome not through destruction, but through reconciliation. Not 

ideals, nor programs, nor conscience, nor duty, nor responsibility, nor virtue, but only God’s perfect love can 

encounter reality and overcome it. Nor is it some universal idea of love, but rather the love of God in Jesus 

Christ, a love genuinely lived, that does this.” 

Later in Genesis Joseph is confronted face-to-face with his brothers who sold him into slavery. In the 

end, instead of seeking retribution, Joseph seeks reconciliation. This must always be at the forefront of our 

minds as well. How can we drive out the hate in this world, and be reconciled together in Christ? It starts with us 

in this church setting the example to our community, and praying that our changed attitudes in church will 

spread to the other spheres of our life, until those outside of the church are affected and urged to change their 

mindset from retribution to reconciliation. I pray that those who seek violence and hatred as a way to divide us 

will be thwarted, and the only way to do this is to offer a better option. And that option is found in the God who 

breaks down all barriers, in whom there is no Jew or Greek as Paul writes, there is no black or white. There is 

only one people, we are all brothers and sisters who bear the image of our Creator, and should be treated as such. 

In Christ, A.J. 



Music Corner 
"The choir sounded beautiful today."  What a 

nice thing to say! Choir members are pleased 

when the pastor and the congregation 

compliment them. There is plenty of ugliness 

and sin in this world, and music in worship 

hopefully restores some of the beauty. 

But is adding beauty the primary objective of 

the choir? Actually, the choir has other 

functions that are equally if not more 

important. The music of the choir should not 

be less than beautiful, but it should also be 

more. 

When we gather for public worship, we 

worship God by proclaiming the good news 

about Jesus. This is our commission, 

however, we cannot do all this work on our 

own. We call our pastor to proclaim the 

gospel on our behalf during public worship. 

But we do some of this work ourselves also in 

worship. When we confess our sins, when we 

speak the Creed, and when we sing Christian 

hymns, we are retelling the story of God's 

love. 

The choir proclaims the gospel and helps 

others to do so. In fact, that is the choir's 

primary purpose in worship. The next time 

you want to compliment a member of your 

church choir, why not say, "The music was 

beautiful and thank you for helping me 

worship today." 

Doug 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Men’s Breakfast 

Sunday, October 1, 8:30 AM  

Presbyterian Women Board Meeting 

Monday, October 2, 10:00 AM 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 

Monday, October 4, 4:00 PM 

Finance Committee Meeting 

Wednesday, October 4, 4:00 PM 

Deacon’s Meeting 

Sunday, October 8, 8:30 AM 

Ladies’ Evening Circle 

Monday, October 9, 7:00 PM 

CORNERSTONES 
CALHOUN FARMS—October 5, leave the 

church at 11 AM 

MONTHLY MEETING—October 16, 11:30 

AM 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT THEMES 

October 4—World Communion Night 

About the Confessions of Our Church— 

Westminster Standards 
In 1643, the English House of Commons adopted an ordinance calling for the “settling of the 

government and liturgy of the Church of England (in a manner) most agreeable to God’s Holy 

Word and most apt to procure the peace of the church at home and nearer abroad.”An assembly to 

accomplish this work convened in Westminster Abbey and after 1,163 sessions, finally concluded 

in 1649. The assembly conducted its works in a crisis atmosphere. Even before the assembly met, 

civil war broke out between the contending parties. But the assembly went to work and eventually 

completed the “Form of Presbyterian Church Government,” a “Dictionary of Public Worship,” 

“The Confession of Faith,” “The Larger Catechism,” and “The Shorter Catechism.” The standards 

represent the fruits of a Protestant scholasticism that refined and systematized the teachings of the 

Reformation. The standards lift up the truth and authority of Scriptures, as immediately inspired in 

Hebrew and Greek, kept pure in all ages, and known through the eternal witness of the Holy Spirit. 

The standards had important implications for political thought and practice, reminding both ruler 

and people of their duties to God and to each other. 

AUTHENTIC PARENTING 

RETREAT 
February 9-11, 2018, Montreat, NC - A retreat for 

parents with children from birth-high school, this 

is an incredible opportunity to learn from some of 

the most dedicated youth and children experts 

(and parents) in our denomination.  

Visit www.authenticparents.org for more info 

(and workshop options) and let Katherine or AJ 

know by Sept. 30 if you're interested in attending. 

OPPORTUNITY to get to know our Mission better – Be a Host 
On Wednesday, November 29, at WATCH, we will have a speaker from the work we support in 

Bihar, India, sent to us by Cody Watson. He will need a place to stay Wednesday night. This is a 

great opportunity for you (and your children) to learn more about the work of Christ in the 

world.  If you can host him, please contact the church office, Marty Mathis, or Patty June. 

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN WORK DAY 
The Presbyterian Women will have a work day at the church on Saturday, September 30th, from 

9:00 am until 12:00 noon.  We will be taking inventory of the Christmas decorations in preparation 

for the coming season and we will be making 3 more banners representing the Confessions of the 

church in preparation for the 125th Anniversary celebration.  All ages are welcome and no sewing 

skills are needed for the banner making.  Please bring a hot glue gun and a pair of scissors, if you 

have them. 

http://www.authenticparents.org/


FLOWERS 
The flowers in the sanctuary on Sunday, September 24 were given to the 

glory of God and in loving memory of Ed and Elaine Acuff  
by their children Becky, Ed Jr., and Bill 

YOUTH NEWS 
YOUTH @ THE SOUP KITCHEN 
Wednesday, Oct. 4 - For our WATCH program next week we will be serving dinner to our neighbors 

in need at the Moultrie Soup Kitchen.  Please check your Remind messages and emails in the coming 

week for more details on times.  This is a wonderful opportunity to serve God by reaching out to our 

community. 

PRESCHOOL FALL FESTIVAL 
Thursday, Oct. 5, 5:00 pm - Mrs. Rhonda, Mrs. Kimberly, Mrs. Melanie and Mrs. Christine need your 

help with the FPC Preschool Fall Fest!  Set up starts at 4:30, but get there whenever you can!  Please 

let us know in advance if you're able to help! 

PRESBYTERY FAMILY DAY 
Saturday, Oct. 7, 11:00 am-3:00 pm - Youth are invited to help man bounce houses, run games and 

crafts, and generally be on hand to help with crowd control.  This is the second opportunity we've had 

to unite families across our Presbytery and to reach out to the community in Albany that is still 

recovering from the tornadoes last winter.  Please let Katherine know if you are interested in helping. 

CROSSROADS WORK DAY - Rescheduled thanks to Irma 

Sunday, Oct. 8, 2:45pm-7:00pm - We will continue our partnership with Crossroads Rescue Mission 

and spend some time helping them freshen up their facilities as needed.  We will meet at the church at 

2:45 to ride to Crossroads together, work until 6:00 or so, then share in dinner with the residents.  We 

will conclude at our regular 7pm time. Pickup back at church.  Make sure to wear grungy work clothes. 

MEN’S BREAKFAST 
Men’s Breakfast begins this Sunday, October 1 at 8:30 am. Our speaker is PJ Jones, Adapted Physical 

Education Teacher & Special Olympics Local Coordinator, Program for Exceptional Children 

(PEC) Colquitt County Schools.   

STOP HUNGER NOW  
Sunday, Oct. 1, 1:00-5:00pm - We will depart from church at 1:00 to head to FPC Valdosta to help 

package meals to be sent to partner organizations around the world.  This Presbytery-wide event is 

family friendly and a great outreach opportunity for all ages.  Please let Katherine know if you plan to 

attend.   

FISH FRY PRE-SALE 
Tickets for the Fish Fry to be held on Sunday, October 15 

are available in the office and at WATCH. 

$7 for adults and $4 for children up to 5th grade 

DEADLINE: October 11 
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Return Services Requested 

FROM THE KITCHEN 
We fed 132 this week. I would like to thank the 14 people who took the time to cancel 

their reservations.  We still had 13 no shows. 

MENU for OCTOBER 4, 2017 

EVERYONE: Breakfast Casserole,  Bacon, Scrambled Eggs, Grits, Biscuits, Jellies, 

Strawberry Bread, Juices 

MENU for OCTOBER 11, 2017 

REGULAR/CHILDREN: Fried Pork Chops, Rice, Gravy, Green Beans with Bacon, 

Pineapple Casserole, Rolls, Autumn Fruit Salad, Salad Bar, Fruit 

DIET: Baked Chicken, Steamed Vegetables, Salad Bar, Fruit 

DESSERTS: Samoa Pie,  Lemon Pie, Cookies, Ice Cream 

FOOD FOR THOUGHT 

Hope and happiness are traveling companions.  If you are a Christian, you have every 

reason to be hopeful.  God is so good and  His love endures.  He promised  you the 

priceless gift of eternal life.  God keeps His promises today, tomorrow, and forever. 

In Christ, Faye 


